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Social and Cognitive Controversy

In the Project to Renew the Rhetoric with Amin Al-Khouli
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Abstract:

Since the mid-nineteenth century, there have been a series of projects to
renew the Arabic rhetoric. These projects had a mixed fortune in terms of
proliferation, influence and survival. Among these projects, the art of
saying by Amin al-Khouli has gained a prominent place. Thanks to the
extension of the time of its spread, and the breadth of its influence. The
studies dealing with these projects are usually busy tracking their
contributions, summarizing their articles, and examining the scientific
factors affecting them. On the contrary, this research is concerned with the
impact of non-academic dimensions on the emergence of these projects,
their prosperity, and their decline. The research argues that El-Khouli's
project to renew the rhetoric has been influenced by crucial social and
political factors. In particular, the transformation from a semi-democratic
monarchy to a republican semi-tyrannical system in the rhetorical project
of Khouli, and the domination of a realistic social conception of literature.
The article also examines the different reception aspects of the “Art of
Saying” project, trying to answer the question of how projects of rhetoric
are read by subsequent generations. The article concludes with reflections
on what will happen in the art of saying project, and what is likely to stand
up to it in the face of time.

Keywords:
Renewal of rhetoric, Amin El-Khouly, the art of saying, Egyptian Politics,
science and society.
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