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Summary:

This research paper seeks to investigate the argumentative dimensions of
contemporary political discourse by highlighting the total argumentative
techniques that politicians adopt in protesting an opinion in refuting another, or
in defending their political decisions and positions. In this article, we chose
Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s, the former Algerian President, speech via which he
announced his resignation from the rule of Algeria and his withdrawal from the
political scene. This choice was made for two considerations, the first being the
productive conditions accompanying this speech that came in the context of a
political crisis experienced by Algeria, which witnessed the movement of February
22, 2018. As regards the second consideration, it came in view of what Abdelaziz
Bouteflika’s speech contained of argumentative dimensions and persuasive basics
through which he sought to justify the political decision he had taken. He also
worked in this speech to prepare his recipients in a smart way based on a set of
arguments that make the recipient sympathize and accept the decision to resign.
From this view point, in the current paper, we will stand upon the various
argumentative mechanisms, and the rhetorical policies that Abdelaziz Bouteflika
harnessed in order to defend his political position, which he took when he
decided to resign from the rule of Algeria and withdraw from the political scene.
Keywords: Abdelaziz Bouteflika, resignation discourse, argumentation,
persuasion.
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