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Abstract

Ibn Tumart was a jurist, religious reformer, and the founder of the
Almohad state. He was born in the Sous region of Morocco and received his
education in the Islamic East, where he was influenced by ideas of religious and
theological reform. Upon his return to Morocco, he began spreading his call,
which focused on purifying the faith and combating what he saw as widespread
heresies and deviations during the Almoravid era, raising the slogan of
"enjoining good and forbidding evil."
To achieve his reformist project, Ibn Tumart adopted a strategy that combined
peaceful preaching with political and military action. He declared himself the
"Mahdi" (guided one) and claimed infallibility, which granted him absolute
authority over his followers and strengthened the legitimacy of his movement.
He also accused the Almoravids of deviating from true Islam and engaged in
military skirmishes against them, which culminated in an attempted siege of
Marrakesh.
Opinions about him were divided: while his supporters viewed him as a
reforming imam and renewer, his opponents saw him as a radical extremist who
shed blood in the name of religion. After his death, his followers, led by Abd al-
Mu’min ibn Ali, continued building the Almohad state based on his teachings.
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