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Summary

As a summary of our work, we find that Al-Ma'arri depicted Paradise as a literary space
where Ibn Al-Qarih met with poets and righteous people (such as Al-A'sha, Labid, and Abu
Tammam) in dialogues that revealed their moral contradictions. This served as a stage for
forgiveness that transcended appearances, where poets (such as Imru' Al-Qais) were forgiven
based on the sincerity of their intentions, not on the apparent meaning of their poetry. He thus
embodied the symbols of Paradise in his words: "Rivers of honey and milk, and vessels in the



form of birds,” embodying a beauty unsubservient to worldly matter. He depicts Hell as a
place for the trial of poets and false literary discourse, where they are tortured for what they
wrote (like Al-Khansa’ mourning her brother Sakhr in the fire). He paints for us an artistic
picture of the poets’ accountability for lying in praise/satire (such as turning poetry into a tool
for flattery), the contradiction between words and actions (such as someone who wrote about
asceticism while living in luxury), the influence of words on others (such as seducing young
men with false love poems), and finally, Satan presiding over mocking debates with jurists,
revealing the contradiction in their fatwas. The second chapter depicts a fantasy world in
which jinn and demons (such as Zahim ibn al-Barqg and Sharaf ibn Talf) are depicted as critics
of human poetry, mocking the rigidity of grammar and prosody. Demons reject meter as a
constraint, believing that true poetry emerges from inner trembling, not from the constraints
of meter. Demons represent imaginative liberation that challenges literary tradition and
reaffirms honesty at the expense of form.

Finally, our work embodies the relationship between reality and imagination in The Epistle of
Forgiveness, with poets living in a "purgatory"” between reality and imagination.

- Imru' al-Qais and Bashar ibn Burd represent the contradiction between real life and
imaginative poetry.

- Abu Nuwas and al-Mutanabbi are tried for using imagination to justify sin or pride.

- Imagination is not an escape from reality, but a tool for exposing it. In "Mirror of Remorse,"
the moments of writing false poetry are reflected, and in "River of Confession," sins are
washed away by confession.
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