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Abstract:

The novel Memory of the Body by AhlamMosteghanemi explores the image
of the "stallion" and the paradigm of opposition through its portrayal of complex
human relationships within a profound historical and cultural context. The
"stallion" in the novel serves as a symbol of traditional masculinity, embodied in
the character of Khaled bin Toubal, who represents strength and courage in
confronting colonialism. However, Mosteghanemi challenges this stereotypical
image by introducing Hayat, a strong female character who reflects women's
independence and ability to shape their own destinies.

The paradigm of opposition in the novel intertwines cultural and political
dimensions, reflecting conflicts between different generations. The narrative
expresses the tension between the past and the present, highlighting how
masculinity and femininity interact within diverse contexts. Through these
dynamics, Mosteghanemi sheds light on the significance of collective memory and
its impact on individual identity, making the novel a unique model in contemporary
Arabic literature.

Thus, Memory of the Body offers a comprehensive perspective on the image
of the stallion and the paradigm of opposition, reflecting the challenges faced by
the characters in their quest for self-realization in a world fraught with conflicts.
Keywords: Stallion, Paradigm of Opposition, Memory of the Body Novel



