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The Impact of Wikipedia on Academic Research Among Students
at Ibn Khaldoun University of Tiaret

Abstract:
This study explores how students from the Department of Media and
Communication at Ibn Khaldoun University use Wikipedia in
academic research. Based on a sample of 105 students, the research
identifies usage patterns, the level of trust in Wikipedia’s content,
and its effect on research quality.

Findings show that Wikipedia is widely used for initial topic
exploration, though often without critical evaluation. While students
recognize its limitations, many still rely on it as a primary source.
The study highlights the need for academic training on proper and
critical use of open-source platforms like Wikipedia.

Keywords: Wikipedia, academic research, university students,
open knowledge, media studies
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