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Study Summary

This study aims to explore the role of open access in supporting academic
studies and enhancing scientific research among doctoral students at the Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences, Ibn Khaldoun University of Tiaret. It
focuses on analyzing the nature of resources available through open access
platforms and assessing the extent to which students rely on them, as well as
examining their impact on improving the quality and accelerating the
completion of research.

The findings reveal that a significant portion of students—particularly
first-year PhD candidates—demonstrate a marked reliance on open access
sources such as Google Scholar and ASJP, benefiting from the diversity of
digital content available, including academic theses, peer-reviewed articles, and
e-books.

The study confirmed a considerable level of academic awareness among
students regarding the value of peer-reviewed scientific research and its direct
connection to key indicators of high-quality research such as methodology,
referencing, and originality. Furthermore, it highlighted a clear positive impact
of open access on the development of research processes, despite the persistence
of certain technical and cognitive challenges, such as poor internet connectivity
and a lack of training in information literacy skills.

Thus, the study concludes that open access is not merely an alternative
means of accessing information, but rather constitutes a fundamental pillar in
improving the efficiency of student researchers and expanding the horizons of
scientific knowledge production within the Algerian academic environment.
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