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Abstract: This study aims to understand the phenomenon of drug use in
schools as a complex urban problem intertwined with social, psychological,
economic, and cultural dimensions. This phenomenon was chosen due to its
increasing rates among students and its direct negative impact on academic
achievement and social adjustment.

The study begins with a central question: What are the social and ecological
factors that contribute to the spread of drug use among students in schools?
And how does this phenomenon impact their academic and social lives? To
answer this question, we adopted a qualitative interpretive approach, utilizing
the symbolic interactionist approach and urban ecological theory to
understand the social dynamics influencing student behavior

The research was based on a field study at Abdelhamid Mehri High School in
Tissemsilt Province, using methodological tools such as interviews,
observation, and targeted questionnaires. A sample of students who had
previously used drugs was selected.

The study concluded with a set of findings, the most important of which are:
The school environment represents a sensitive space affected by societal
changes, making it a fertile environment for the spread of unhealthy
behaviors such as drug use.

Social interactions, group pressure, and social media play a crucial role in
shaping students' attitudes toward drugs.

The lack of recreational spaces and the absence of effective preventive
programs increase the likelihood of drug use.

Keywords: drugs, school enviroments , social interaction, student groups.
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