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Abstrac

This study aims to address the phenomenon of political assassinations
and purges in the Islamic Maghreb and Al-Andalus, considering it a
central axis for understanding the political, social, and cultural dynamics
that characterized the region’s history during the medieval period. The
study highlights the importance of this phenomenon in shaping the
political landscape of the region by analyzing its multiple causes —
political, religious, social, and economic — and its repercussions on
political stability and social cohesion.

In its chapters, the study discusses the geographical location and
characteristics of the Islamic Maghreb, as well as the prevailing political



and social systems, focusing on the roles of the ruling, religious,
commercial, and popular classes in exacerbating internal tensions. It also
analyzes the effects of economic and social crises on regional stability
and demonstrates how repeated assassinations led to political instability,
the disintegration of social structures, and the emigration of intellectual
elites.

In the section on types and causes, the study classifies assassinations
into political, religious, military, and familial categories, analyzing their
causes through prominent historical examples such as the assassinations
of Ugba ibn Nafi, Abu Abdullah al-Shi’i, Abd al-Mu’min ibn Ali, and
Yusuf ibn Tashfin. It further examines the impact of assassinations on
the disintegration of central authority, shifts in the balance of power
among tribes and states, and the decline of intellectual life, leading to the
emigration of scholars.
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