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U, mais comment, par quels movens v
parvenir?

Un jeune éerlvain nusulman dont on ne
peut douler ni des sentiments francais ai
de Uattachement & sa race, M. Chérif Hen-
habylis, vient de publer un petit livee qui
nous apporte de trés orécieuses et de trés
émouvantes indications sur  la question,
telle que ie voit celte dite musulmane d'Al-
geérie qui a donné i la France le plus ferme
appui, en mime temps quelle tenail & hoo-
neur de se faire le chimpion de ses fréres
les plus humbles et ies muing savants

M. Chérif Benhabyles, done vient de faire
éditer  une mince plaquette d'une soixan-
Laine de pages intitulée: O va la France en
Algérie,

Pour lui, la France « le double devoir de
pratiquer wae pulilique d'assockstion 4 1'é-
gard de ls masse, el d'assimiliation pro-
!ﬁuivet Pégard de caux qui se sont élevés
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liser [n fusion franco-musulmane: projets
plus ou woins vastes, plus ou moins réali-
sables. Un aceord n'a encore pu se fuire sur
la question. La naturalisation pure et sim-
ple de ln masse indigéne a é1¢ reconnue im-
possible duns la pratique 1 fuut respecter
a la fois ln légisiation frangsise el les sus-
ceplibilités musulmanes,

Le moyen, seul moyen. ¢'est évidemment
celui quiindique M. Benhalbyles procéder
i une assimiliation par degres. Puisqu'il exis
le une élite indigéne tris proehe’g nous,
nous devons commencer In dernidre élape
de notre cuvre, c'est ele que nous devons
altirer ¢ lintérieur de nolre sociétd; nous
devons fakre une place i ses représentants
aux cilés des nilres dans les grandes as-
semblées; nous devons lintégrer & nous,

Clest cetle intégration progressive,
nalurelle::c. sens p:gcr atlerntc‘ni b Ju

dignité francaise ni any Mol comanedl
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Summary:

This study explores an aspect of the intellectual activity of the French-educated
Algerian elite during the period from 1891 to 1959, focusing on the figure of Cherif Ben
Hbelés as a representative example of this group. This elite emerged within the
framework of the French education and cultural system, which led its members to
experience a state of contradiction between clinging to national identity on the one hand,
and the desire to integrate into the colonial system on the other.

This hesitation is clearly reflected in Chérif Benhabylés work, French Algeria
as Seen by a Native, in which he expressed a desire to improve the conditions of
Algerians, but from within the French system, without adopting a revolutionary or
openly oppositional discourse. This reflects a common position among many members of
the French-educated elite, who preferred a gradual reform approach rather than direct
confrontation.

By analyzing this experience, it becomes possible to understand the positions of
this elite within their historical and social context, avoiding any premature judgment.
This helps in reading the transformations that Algerian society underwent during the
colonial period.

In the end, understanding the contradictions of this phase does not aim solely at
knowing the past, but also helps us reflect on the present and build a new elite with
genuine national awareness, without falling into the trap of dependency or isolation.

Keywords:

Franco-Algerian Elite, Chérif Benhabyles, Intellectual Activity, French
Colonialism, National Identity, Cultural Integration, Cultural Contradiction,
Gradual Reform, Reformist Criticism, "French Algeria as Seen by a Native",
Historical and Social Context, Intellectual Transformations, Building National
Awareness, Historical Re-Reading, Colonial Transformations.
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