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Abstract:

This dissertation examines the process of urban expansion in the city of Ksar El
Boukhari during the colonial period. The city is considered one of the Algerian
urban centers that underwent significant geographical transformations as a result
of French settler-colonial policies. Geographic Information Systems (GIS) were
employed as an analytical tool to trace the evolution of the urban fabric and to
monitor land use changes and the spread of urban construction. The study aims to
understand the nature and dimensions of this urban expansion by identifying the
historical and political factors that contributed to the reshaping of the urban space.
It also analyzes the impacts of these transformations on both geographic and
demographic levels. The research adopts a historical methodology combined with
spatial analysis, supported by digital maps and aerial imagery, which shed light
on the dynamics of urban growth in Ksar El Boukhari during the colonial era. The
findings reveal that urban expansion was not spontaneous, but rather the result of
a deliberate colonial vision aimed at serving the interests of settlers and
restructuring space to suit their needs.




