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Study Abstract:

This study aims to explore the impact of paternal deprivation on the child’s
perception of the family system from a systemic perspective, through the analysis of two
case studies involving children experiencing difterent forms of deprivation (father’s
death and prolonged absence due to migrationy. The study adopted a clinical
methodology, employing the Family Attitude Test (FAT), clinical interviews, and
genogram analysis.

The findings revealed that the type and duration of paternal deprivation significantly
influence the child’s representation of the family structure. This is reflected in emotional
imbalances and difficulties in establishing stable family roles. The children also exhibited
ambivalent emotions such as anger, sadness, rejection, and a desire to compensate for
the father's absence.

The study concludes that the nature of deprivation leaves distinct imprints on the child’s
psychological and relational development. It recommends the provision of
psychological support that takes into account family dynamics and promotes positive
representations within the child.

key words: Systemic approach — Paternal deprivation — Childhood -family.
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