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Study Summary:

This study focuses on the concept of the polyphonic novel in general, and its
manifestations in contemporary Algerian fiction in particular, through the multiplicity of
voices (characters), the diversity of pronouns, and the plurality of perspectives or points of
view. These features grant the narrative a broad space for expressing different ideological
and intellectual positions.

The theoretical framework of the study is based on the work of the Russian theorist
Mikhail Bakhtin, who is considered one of the most prominent scholars to have explored
this concept in his literary and critical writings.

The applied part of the research centers on the key aspects of polyphony in Ghosts of a
Murdered City by Bachir Mefti, due to its richness in diverse characters and ideological
and intellectual perspectives. The novel expresses the voice of a persecuted "self" in

contrast to an authoritarian "other,” which makes it a quintessential polyphonic novel.

Keywords: polyphony — plurality of perspectives — contemporary Algerian novel —

multiplicity of voices — intellectual viewpoint.




