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Abstract:

During the medieval period, the Islamic West experienced significant
development in geographical thought, as a result of scientific and cultural
interaction with the Islamic East and earlier civilizations. This evolution
stemmed from a knowledge trajectory that began with Muslims being influenced
by the geography of ancient civilizations, especially the Greeks. It later
advanced within the context of the scientific renaissance that took place in the
Islamic West, marked by the multiplicity of scientific centers and the emergence
of prominent scholars. At the same time, the Islamic East also witnessed
progress in the field of geography, which facilitated the exchange of influences
between the two parts of the Islamic world. What distinguishes the Islamic
West, however, is the uniqueness of its geographical contributions, which
combined detailed description, field travel, and cartographic representation—as
seen in the works of al-Idrisi, Ibn Battuta, and al-Hasan al-Wazzan.

Keywords: Geographical Thought — Islamic West — Medieval Period




