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Abstract :

During the period from 1920 to 1954, a Francophone elite emerged in Algeria and Tunisia as a
result of French colonial policies aimed at spreading French culture and language through the
administrative system. This elite primarily consisted of educated individuals who received their
training in French schools, and sometimes in French universities, which led them to hold visions and
values different from their traditional societies. Socially, this elite emerged from a bourgeois-civil
milieu, including the sons of notables, merchants, and employees of the colonial administration, giving
it a position between the colonial power and the local society. Culturally, it was influenced by French
values of secularism, rationalism, and individual rights, but at the same time, it remained in contact
with Islamic and Arab culture, which created a clear cultural duality. This elite contributed to the
production of a moderate political and reformist discourse, calling for equality of rights within the
French framework, before the position of a part of it evolved towards nationalism and the demand for
independence. In Algeria, the Association of Muslim Scholars and the Union of Elected Muslims were
examples of this transformation, while in Tunisia, the Neo Destour party played a central role in
framing this elite.
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