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Abstract :

The study aimed to understand the factors influencing the choice of names,
considering them a fundamental element in shaping both individual and
collective identity. It adopted a methodological framework that combines
theoretical approaches with field analysis, drawing on sociological theories such
as functionalism, critical theory, structuralism, and symbolic interactionism to
analyze the meanings and connotations associated with names. The study
revealed that names in Algerian society are not merely tools for personal
identification but rather carry cultural, religious, and historical symbols that
express affiliations, orientations, and social values. It also highlighted the
influence of historical contexts (such as colonialism), social changes (such as
value transformations), and media (such as mass communication) in shaping
naming patterns. The findings indicate an overlap between traditional, religious,
and foreign names, reflecting individuals' attempts to balance authenticity and
modernity. The study concluded that names serve as a mirror of societal
transformations and a valuable lens for understanding cultural and symbolic
shifts in contemporary Algerian society.

Keywords: Names, Identity, Algerian Society.
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