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Abstract :

This study aims to explore the determinants of partner selection in an urban context
through a field investigation conducted on a sample of 80 students from the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences at Ibn Khaldoun University — Tiaret.

A questionnaire was used based on a quantitative methodology. The findings revealed
significant gender-based differences in the criteria used for selecting a life partner: female
students tend to prioritize religious and moral values, as well as personal choice, while male
students give more importance to material criteria and family involvement in the decision.

The study also highlighted an overlap between traditional values and certain modern
criteria such as educational attainment and autonomy, indicating the students’ adoption of a
selective model that blends authenticity with openness. Within the framework of an urban
environment characterized by diversity and ongoing social change, marriage becomes a dynamic
reflection of the transformations shaping contemporary Algerian society.

Keywords: life partner — urban context — marriage.
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