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Summary of the paper :

Freedom is one of the fundamental concepts in existentialist philosophy, as it unites human
existence with freedom. It is rooted in social, economic, and political factors, and is closely tied
to the conditions of scientific progress. Moreover, it reflects the events of the modern era in
contemporary Western society. In this paper, we present a model from one of the prominent
figures of existentialism in his treatment of modern freedom: the French philosopher Jean-Paul
Sartre, and how he portrayed freedom as an expression of the individual’s revolution and
rebellion against the constraints of civilization. Jean-Paul Sartre built his existentialist
philosophy around a central axis: the affirmation of individuality and the support of freedom. His
view can be summarized in three interrelated philosophical issues: 1. Man is absolutely free. 2.
Man is responsible for his actions and must bear their consequences. 3. Anxiety arises as a result
of the responsibil.

First: Man is absolutely free because his existence precedes his essence. Sartre emphasized
the natural freedom of human beings, who create their own freedom and choose their own
unique essence and attributes, without being forced by anyone. Second: As a result, man
becomes responsible for his actions and must bear the consequences of those actions and the
responsibility that comes with freedom. Without taking responsibility, absolute individual
freedom would lead to chaos and the destruction of society. Sartre expresses this by saying: “If
existence precedes essence, then man is responsible for what he is”—meaning that full freedom
entails full responsibility. Third: As a consequence of the responsibility of choice, anxiety arises
in the individual. The freedom to choose a specific action—and the accompanying
responsibility— often leads to feelings of anxiety and fear regarding the potential outcomes of
that choice and responsibility. This anxiety is a natural aspect. of the life of a free and
responsible human being. However, Sartre states: “The anxiety we speak of here is not the kind
that leads to passivity and inaction.” Accordingly, a person continues to live in a state of constant
anxiety as long as they are free, making choices and bearing the responsibility for those choices.
Key Features of Freedom in Sartre’s Philosophy - Man is a project who creates himself. - Man is
responsible for himself. - Man chooses himself and also chooses others. - Anxiety is linked to
choice and responsibility Key Features of Freedom in Sartre’s Philosophy - Man is a project who
creates himself. - Man is responsible for himself. - Man chooses himself and also chooses others.
- Anxiety is linked to choice and responsibility. It must be said that Sartre’s concept of freedom
was widely welcomed in both Western and Arab societies, despite the criticisms it faced. This is
due to people's deep thirst for freedom, especially in the context of wars and humanitarian crises.
Thus, freedom lies at the very core of human existence, and the essence of the human being is
dependent on that existence. Freedom, therefore, is at the heart of existence and precedes
essence.

keyword and definition

Existentialism -Freedom -Essence-Existence- Responsibility.
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