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And There are various definitions of crime from the perspectives of

moralists, libertarians, positivists, etc.

This research covers Criminal Code, Penal Code as well as Shariah Penal
Code. The doctrinal method of research was adopted to analytically study
the concept of crime. It was found that the moralist sees crime from the
perspectives of morality. The libertarian views crime from the perspective
of any act. that restricts the liberty of citizen. On the other hand, the
positivist ~ holds the  view  that crime is  whatever
act or omission the ruler of the day prescribed by a threat of penal
consequences. It was found that the view of the libertarians, also called the
utilitarian view, dominated westen jurisprudence while the positivist
views pervade modern thinking in both the domestic and intermational
arena. It was finally discovered that the uniqueness of the different views is
that crimes must attract punishment for its breach. It is submitted that
crime 1s 2 human conduct that 1s proscribed with penal consequences that

may give rise to criminal proceedings and criminal punishment.
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Crimes have been assigned different meanings by different schools of
thought as expressed by different authors but there has not been a singular
acceptable definition of crimes. Crime is a legal wrong forwhich the
offender is punished at the instance of the state. Crime is an act or
omission involving the breach of a duty punishable by indictment, in the
public interest. Under the law of England, crime 1is a
legal wrong that can be followed by criminal proceeding which may result
in punishment. A crime is a human conduct which the state decides to
prevent by threat of punishment and through legal proceeding of a special
kind. It can be deduced from the above that punishment is present in all
the attempts on definition of crimes. This seems to indicate that crime is a
human conduct that 1s proscribed with penal consequences that may give
rise to criminal proceedings and criminal punishment. There are views
associating crime with a normal phenomenon of society, the natural and
inevitable product of collective

life and social evolution. This paper seeks to appraise the different

thoughts on crimes with the aim of adopting a definition for crimes.!
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ISIAKA & OKAPHOR: Concept of Crime in the Administration of Penal Justice in Nigeria, An *
Appraisal, page 246.
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Summary:

The memorandum discusses serious crimes against minors and the legal
protection provided for them, focusing on crimes targeting their property
and dignity. It includes financial crimes against minors such as
exploitation of their needs, trafficking, and involvement in both legitimate
and illegitimate trade and begging. Additionally, it covers crimes
committed against their dignity, including rape, indecent acts, incitement
to debauchery, kidnapping, and abduction, as minors are considered
vulnerable to such crimes due to their inability to fully protect their
financial interests. Furthermore, the memorandum addresses crimes
targeting the dignity of minors, such as physical assault, harassment, and
sexual exploitation, which represent serious violations of their dignity and
fundamental rights. It highlights the legal frameworks and legislation
aimed at protecting minors from these crimes, including criminal laws
imposing strict penalties on perpetrators and social laws providing
support and care for affected minors. The memorandum also discusses
the role of governmental and non-governmental institutions in providing
protection and assistance, as well as the importance of community
awareness and education in preventing these crimes and promoting the
rights of minors. Its aim is to provide a comprehensive view of the
challenges faced by minors in this context and possible solutions to

ensure effective protection from all forms of exploitation and abuse.



