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Abstract:

Criminal law is characterized by the principle of non-retroactivity
of criminal laws, where such laws do not apply to events that occurred
in the past, whether it concerns the actions that took place or the legal
statuses that were established according to the old law. The Algerian
legislator has adopted the principle in the constitution, specifically in
Article 43, in addition to Article 02 of the Algerian Penal Code. This
principle is considered one of the most important outcomes of the
principle of legality.

However, there is an exception to the principle of non-retroactivity
due to conflicts between laws regarding their temporal application,
which is known as the "most favorable law to the accused." According
to this exception, the criminal provision can be applied retroactively to
the past if it is beneficial to the accused.

In that regard, the fundamental principle remains the non-
retroactivity of criminal laws, with the exception of their retroactivity

based on their relevance to the accused's benefit.
Keywords: Criminal law, non-retroactivity, penal code, the most favorable
law to the accused.



