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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the social representations of unemployment
benefits for students by understanding some aspects related to the variables, their
relationship with the university and the job market, and how the material and social
conditions affect the student's decision to leave the university and join the
unemployment benefits program. The study was conducted at Ibn Khaldoun
University, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Department of Sociology in
Tiaret Province. The central question of the study was: what are the social
representations of unemployment benefits among students?

The field study lasted from May 1 to May 11, 2022-2023, and the study relied
on a stratified random sample of 136 students from various levels and
specializations of the sociology department in Tiaret province. To achieve the
objectives of the study, a questionnaire consisting of 27 questions grouped into four
axes was used in addition to observation. The descriptive method was used to
collect and analyze the data, and the results of the study showed that:

- The majority of the study sample continues their studies for the purpose of
obtaining employment opportunities for both males and females.
- The main reasons for students considering dropping out of school are financial
constraints and unemployment benefits.
- Most students do not consider dropping out of school, but they believe that the
social and financial conditions of students are the reason behind their tendency
towards unemployment benefits.
- The majority of resident and non-resident students admit that working alongside
studying and not receiving financial support from their families is a reason for
leaving school and joining the unemployment benefits program.
- Most students acknowledge that the possibility of obtaining positions aligns with
university training and the university's role in helping students secure employment
opportunities.
- The majority of the study sample does not prefer to turn to unemployment benefits
despite the scarcity of job opportunities and the social and financial conditions of
students.
- Despite the differences in university specializations, from bachelor's to master's
degrees, students acknowledge the possibility of finding employment opportunities.
- The majority of the study sample intends to continue their studies and believe in
the integration between university education and the job market.

Keywords: Social representations, Job market, Unemployment benefits.
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