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abstract:

We worked on this thesis titled "Algerian Theater Criticism and Contemporary Criticism
Approaches.” Starting from the hazy view of theater criticism in our country, where the image
was not clear and still remains unclear to many researchers in the field of theater and criticism.
This is due to several reasons, including the delayed emergence of theater art in our country,
which resulted in a delay in theater criticism. The second reason lies in the limited engagement
of critics and academic researchers in theater compared to other literary genres such as novels,
poetry, and short stories. To clarify the image of theater criticism in Algeria, its areas of focus,
and the methodologies adopted by critics in their study of theater, we attempted to analyze some
critical works in which critics worked on local or foreign theatrical texts. Through these works,
they tried to depict a specific image of Algerian criticism, regardless of its origins and
references. In the end, this research led us to answer the most important questions raised by the
thesis:

.1 Through the issues addressed by Algerian theater criticism, it is impossible to separate
it from Arab literary criticism in general. Both have gone through the same stages and
experiences, eventually becoming independent forms of criticism. Although their location and
time differ, they share a common critical specificity.

.2 The delayed teaching of theater and theater criticism in Algerian universities led to the
absence of specialized criticism focusing on theatrical discourse. The theatrical text was treated
like other literary texts, without considering its specific nature, which makes it an interactive
text that goes beyond reading to performance. It is difficult to find a single academic study that
focuses on analyzing theatrical performances as much as analyzing the texts .

3. The atrical texts are subject to analysis using various critical approaches, and their
study has gone through two stages: contextual analysis followed by textual studies that focus
on the text as an independent structure itself.
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