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a language is not just words. It’s a culture a tradition. a uninification of a

community. A whole history that creates what a community is. It’s all

embodied in a language”
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Verbal behavior :

Skinner defined verbal behavior as “behavior reinforced through the
mediation of other persons” (1957, p. 2). Much of our behavior acts directly on
the physical world and produces important consequences directly, but vocal
behavior produces only tiny, evanescent physical consequences that are seldom
reinforcing or punishing in themselves. An opera diva might shatter a glass
with her voice, but this is an exception that proves the rule: One would wish to
exclude such examples from the category of verbal behavior. Non-vocal
behavior, such as writing, has direct physical effects of a more substantial and
enduring sort, but such products are typically reinforcing or punishing insofar
as they affect other people. A finely turned italic letter or an illuminated
manuscript may be reinforcing but only in the way apainting or sculpture is
reinforcing. Behavior reinforced through the mediation of other people does
indeed seem to be distinctive’.

(a3
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? International Journal of Psychology and Psychological Therapy 2008, 8, 3, 295-3070n Skinner’s
Definition of Verbal BehaviorDavid C. Palmer Smith College, Massachussetts, USA.Page : 297
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Summary:

Language acquisition is an important stage of a child's linguistic development

Language acquisition is a human characteristic that distinguishes man from
other creatures In order to communicate with his community in order to achieve
social integration and discover the world In which he lives, every child is keen to
enhance his linguistic acquisitions, starting with the family Where does the child
acquire his mother tongue, then the environment in which he lives, where he
enriches his linguistic balance Down to school where he hone his cognitive abilities
that enable him to think properly, and Our focus in this work is on the linguistic
behavior of the child as a serious topic It is important to take a large part in
linguistic and psychological studies as a focus Fundamental and beating heart of
psycholinguistics and educational psychology.

Keywords: child, linguistic behavior, environment, family, school.




