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Summary

Of all the various doctrines of Kelsen's legal philosophy it is his
theory of the basic norm that has attracted most attention and captured the
imagination. It has acquired enthusiastic devotees as well as confirmed
opponents. As the ultimate source of law the basic norm gives fundamental
validity to the plurality of norms of the legal system. Similar to the Kantian
transcendental conditions of empirical knowledge, the basic norm is the
guarantor of binding power and the mode of existence and unity of law.
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However, this concept is subject of many critics for its tautological and meta
legal characters.
Keywords: Law; Pure theory; Basic norm; Hans Kelsen; Transcendental
conditions.
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