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Abstract: The Mostaganem region was known for an active
scientific movement with free schools affiliated with national
currents such as the Scholars Association, the People's Party and the
Zawaya, where the construction of many mosques that were
attached to free schools not subject to colonial control was opened.

Many students joined these schools, according to what was
mentioned in the tricks of the actors and the reports of the French
administration in its follow-up to Arab-Islamic education through
modern science subjects such as history, geography, arithmetic and
literature, accompanied by religious sciences from jurisprudence,
monotheism and fatwas.

The reformist schools and the People’s Party were able to
attract groups of students who devoted themselves to acquiring
science in addition to their learning in French schools, while the
Zawiya schools, especially the Al-Zawiya al-Alawiya, worked to
direct students to adhere to Arabic and Islam according to Sufi
method’s.

On the other hand, these schools played a national political
role in establishing patriotism among Algerians and the love of their
homeland through lessons in national and moral education. This
resulted in the graduation of batches of students who completed
their lessons in the major institutes in Algiers capital, the Green
Mosque in Constantine, the Mazouna School and the schools of
Tlemcen, .

The colonial administration faced the spread of education in
free schools by adopting a deterrent policy of closing, arresting and
preventing teachers and sometimes arresting them and forcing the
directors of free schools to submit to French legislation or their fate
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to be closed and prosecuted for opening schools without the
colonial administration’s license.

We will rely on many sources from the testimonies of the
actors and their writings, especially the Association of Scholars
and the Al-Zawiya Al-Alawi, in addition to the documents of the
French archive and some references related to the place in order to
know the reality of free education during the colonial period in the
first half of the twentieth century in the Mostaganem region and its
importance to the Algerians.

key words

Education, Mostaganem, free schools, national currents,
Zawayas , colonial administration
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- André Adam. Ali Merad, : « Le réformisme musulman en Algérie
de 1925 a 1960. Essai d'histoire religieuse et sociale » In Revue de
I'Occident musulman et de la Méditerranée, n°7, 1970. pp. 237-
240/https://www.persee.fr/doc/remmm_0035-
1474 1970 num 7 1 107
- ANOM, boite 10h/61 Rapports sur I’Enseignement privé a
Mostaganem le 30-12 1941 .

-ANOM boite 10h/61 Rapports sur I’Enseignement privé a
Mostaganem le 30-12 1941

-ANOM, B N° 5I/158 rapports SLNA , Monographies politiques
de Mostaganem 15 septembre 1952
- ANOM B N° 51/88 département d’Oran, rapports sur les activités
des Ouléma
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-ANOM B NO 51/58 Monographie de mostaganem rapport du
SLNA concernant L’Ecole de L’Educatrice du PPA en Oranie
monographie de L’arrondissement de Mostaganem

-ANOM , Série 51/49 département D’Oran culte et Zaouia
Mostaganem...

- ANOM, 9H/46 rapports du SLNA sur le club littéraire
mostaganemois

- ANOM 9H/36 des rapports sur les Activités du club littéraire
mostaganemoi 1936-1937

-ANOM B N° 51/52, correspondance entre commissaire de police et
les services de Renseignements le 22 Octobre 1945 sur les Activités
des Oulémas a Mostaganem

~ ANOM sous série 10H ¢étude et notices sur L’ Algérie et L’Islam
boite N° 18H/88 les activités des Oulémas Algériens

- ANOM, Département d’Oran, Boite N° 5I/117 , correspondance
du commissaire de police au service du surette générale le 22-10-
1945

-ANOM , , correspondance du commissaire de police au service du
surette générale le 22-10-1945

ANOM : B N° 5I/117 Rapport du sous-préfet de Mostaganem au
préfet D’Oran et au directeur du CIE d’Oran le 04-01-1936

- ANOM 1la série sous série 10 H, la surveillance des indigenes,
boite N°10h/61 P.R.G de Mostaganem le 08juin 1838

- Bodin Marcel, Traditions indigénes sur Mostaganem itinéraire
Historiques 1égendaire de. Mostaganem et de sa région Mostaganem
1938

- Centre D’Archives de la Willaya de Mostaganem : « Les
Musulmans & Mostaganem »:Un document concernant I’Evolution
de la population Mostaganemois 1952

- DAWO :boite N° 2260 des Rapports sur L’enseignement privé du
mois de septembre 1937

- DAWO :boite N° 2260 , dossier des cultes musulmanes et les
zaouias du 30 juin 1934
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